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and highways over the area of the county or county
borough.

(3)  The   institution   of periodical   reviews   of
county districts, and the consequent adjustment
of their boundaries or form.

(4)  The complete de-rating of agricultural land
and buildings, and the partial de-rating of produc-
tive industry.

(5)  The  recasting   of  the  financial   relations
between national and local resources, involving the
substitution of an annual block grant, fixed over a
term of years, for the previous haphazard arrange-
ment of assigned revenue grants and certain other
grants given on a percentage basis.

Commenting on the measure as a whole, Mr.
Chamberlain thus concluded his article in the

Nineteenth Century:

I am satisfied that its main features are sound and
right, that it will at once simplify and strengthen
the structure of local government, which was already
beginning ominously to quiver, and that it wiU
remain among the greater monuments of legislation,
to mark the onward and upward march of our
democratic and characteristically British system of
local administration.

When his party went into Opposition the ex-
Minister of Health found himself with more leisure at
his disposal than he had known for a good many years,
and he and Mrs. Chamberlain took advantage of the
opportunity to pay a visit to Kenya, of which Sir
Edward Grigg was then Governor. While they were
there, on one occasion they were benighted in a mud
pool, where their car stuck, and where they seemed